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God.   The more firmly that a Church holds the
,. necessity   of   what   is   unessential, the   more   it
diverges from the Spirit of Christ.

It is by the essentials that we live and make
progress. The man who apprehends such a state-
ment of doctrine as the Athanasian creed affords,
"8s a sweet and gracious mystery, thereby draws
nearer to God. But if he goes further and says,
"The essence of my finding inspiration in any
particular creed is that I should believe it to be
abSblutely and literally true, and that all outside it
are thieves and robbers, or at the best ignorant
and misguided persons/' then he stumbles at the
very outset. His own belief is probably true in
the sense that the truth doubtless transcends and
embraces all spiritual light hopefully discerned;
but the moment that a man condemns those who
do not exactly agree with himself, he sins against
the Spirit. Is it not a ghastly and inconceivable
thought that Christ should have authorised that
men should be brought to the light by perse-
cution ? Or that any of his words could be so
foully distorted as to lend the least excuse to such
a ^principle of action ? It matters not what kind
of persecution is employed, whether it be mental
or physical. The essence is that men should so
apprehend God as to desire to draw nearer to
him, and that they should be goaded or coerced
or terrified into submission is intolerable.

The true worshipper is the man who at no speci-
fied place or time, but as naturally as he breathes
or sleeps, opens his heart to God and prays for
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